"1f the stars align"

Leila Adu-Gilmore



Written for the Brentano String Quartet

Dedicated to Michael



Performer Instructions

I came to see the Brentano String Quartet play in New Zealand on the invitation of Euan Murdoch,

head of Chamber Music NZ. I was delighted to be able to meet the performers after the show, who kindly
told me how I was going to love my upcoming time in Princeton for my composition PhD.

Misha Amory said to me:

"If the stars align, you will write for us."

I begged our professor to get a slot at this concert and was told of the auspicious deadline of 12/12/12,
which was also my birthday! Therefore, this piece took on some cosmic proportions to do with the
numbers 12 and 3 (which is 12 in numerology.)

In addition, the piece has some spectralist qualities, with reference to the G fundamental. However,
quarter tones are standard and written as standard quarter tone symbols.

On rhythm: although I am a kiwi, my father is from Ghana and I added some Ghanain highlife themes and
polyrhythms; also playing on the 3 theme.
N.B. Bar 111 - Can be felt in 5/8 - written in 5/4 for ease of reading and duple polythythms)

Moreover, due to all of this stellar activity, I decided to make the viola the protagonist in the piece,
contrasting, colliding and coming together with the other #hree players...
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